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Well we did it, the 2020 Pandemic Water Test went off without a hitch (well almost).  
 

Special thanks to the Committee, Mark Iken, Tom Brant and Sue Zientara. Our Judges 
canceled on us about 2 weeks before the test, luckily Sue Zientara and Matt Cobban 
agreed to step in, and judge and I took over as test secretary. After we got that figured 
out, it was smooth sailing.  
 

Our entry was much lower than it has been in the past, but overall the test was a success, 
there were no complaints, and everyone cooperated with the wearing of masks and social 
distancing.  
 

I want to thank Carin Hicks for everything she did, which was too much to list out. Thanks 
to all the stewards for all their hard work and to the entrants that braved the pandemic to 
enter.  
 

Our 2020 Draft Test is scheduled for November 7 & 8 in Litchfield, IL, Nan Edwards and 
Karrie Cook are scheduled to judge. I anticipate this will be a bare bones event much like 
the Water Test was with no fund raising and limited hospitality. I have been contacted by 
a few people already wanting to know when our premium will be out. So, I am keeping my 
fingers crossed that if we all follow safety precautions, wear our masks and practice social 
distancing we will be able to hold the test. Of course, this will depend on State and Local 
restrictions, more information will be sent out closer to the date.  
 

We canceled the Obedience and Rally trials this year, with this being an indoor event and 
the current AKC recommendations, I did not feel comfortable holding the trial, so plans 
are in effect for October 9 & 10, 2021 at Westinn Kennels.  
 

The Regional was canceled due to the fact that the hosting cluster canceled, so we will be 
working on plans for 2021.  
 

We have our next General Meeting scheduled for November 22, 2020 at Rowens 
Kennels. We will have more information as the date nears.  
 

Hope everyone is staying safe and enjoying their Summer.  
 

        
Cassie Iken  
RKNC President  
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Officer & Committee Reports 

Awards Committee: 

Just a reminder, make copies of your 
certificates that you receive so you be ready 
to fill your award requests for 2020. 

Water Test Committee: 

See general meeting notes 

Parade Committee: 

See Meeting Notes. 

Draft Test Chairman 

See Meeting Minutes for update. 

Obedience Trials: 

See Meeting Minutes for update. 

Education Committee: 

See Meeting Minutes for update. 

Conformation Committee: 

See Meeting Minutes for update. 

Holiday Party: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

RKNC Officers 
President:   Cassie Iken 

Vice-President :  Sue Zientara 

Treasurer:    Sylvia Steiling 

#ÏÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÉÎÇ 3ÅÃȭÙȡ  Mark Iken 

2ÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ 3ÅÃȭÙȡ Jenny Harrison 

Board Members:  Chris Jones 

Committees 
Awards:    Gene Manley 

Conformation:   Sue Zientara Chair 
Person & Jean McAdams 

Draft Test:   Cassie Iken Sue 
Zientara and  Sylvia Steiling 

Education:    Steve McAdams, Gene 
Manley 

Fundraising:    Jennifer Jones 

Historian:   Pat Owens 

Membership:   Mark Iken 

Newsletter:   Gene Manley 

Nominating Committee:    Chris 
Jones, Carin Hicks & Vince 
Molinarolo 

Obedience:   Mark Iken, Sylvia 
Steiling, Sue Zientara, Pat Owens 

Parades:  Chris Jones 

Regional:  Jean McAdams, Janice 
Henderson, Rita Jacobs, Mark & 
Kimi Wankel, Tom Brant, Lonnie 
Specht,, Sue Zientara 

Rescue:  Debbie Fitton (chair), Lisa 
Noel, Deb Berg, Marilee Hejna 

Sunshine:  Cassie Iken 

Water Test:  Mark Iken, Sue 
Zientara, and Tom Brandt 

Website:   Chris Jones 
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OCT 

3 

Sat 

Obedience Trial @ Westinn Kennels Wentzville 

Oct 3 @ 8:00 am ï 4:00 pm Cancelled 

 

OCT 

4 

Sun 

Obedience Trial @ Westinn Kennels Wentzville 

Oct 4 @ 8:00 am ï 4:00 pm Cancelled 

 

OCT 

17 

Sat 

RKNC Regionals @ State Fairgrounds Springfield, IL 

Oct 17 @ 8:00 am ï 4:00 pm Cancelled 

 

OCT 

18 

Sun 

RKNC Regionals @ State Fairgrounds Springfield, IL 

Oct 18 @ 8:00 am ï 4:00 pm Cancelled 

 

NOV 

22 

Sun 

General Meeting #4 

Nov 22 @ 1:00 pm ï 1:30 pm 

Holiday Party @ Rowens Kennels Training Center 

Nov 22 @ 1:00 pm ï 7:00 pm 

 

NOV 

26 

Thu 

Thanksgiving Day Parade @ Downtown St. Louis 

Nov 26 @ 8:00 am ï 12:00 pm 

 

DEC 

6 

Sun 

Board Meeting and Annual Planning 

Dec 6 @ 1:00 pm ï 7:00 pm 

  OCTOBER ï DECEMBER 2020   

 Subscribe   

  

http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-3-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-3-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-3-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-3-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-4-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-4-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-4-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-4-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-17-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-17-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-17-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-17-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-18-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-18-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-18-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~10-18-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-22-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-22-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-22-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-22-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-26-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-26-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-26-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~11-26-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~12-6-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~12-6-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~12-6-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~oneday/exact_date~12-6-2020/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~agenda/page_offset~-1/request_format~json/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/
http://www.riverkingnewfs.com/calendar/action~agenda/page_offset~1/request_format~json/
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River King Newfoundland Club Board Meeting Minutes May 19, 2020: 
 

RKNC Board Meeting 
May 19, 2020 
Telephone Conference 
 
Present: Sue Zientara, Sylvia Steiling, Janice Henderson, Jenny Harrison, Chris Jones, Cassie 
Iken, Mark Iken, Jean McAdams 
 
Sue Zientara called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm 
 
Officerôs Reports: 
 
President - Cassie Iken reported that the committee report will cover the information.  
 
Vice President - No report 
 
Treasurer - Sylvia Steiling reported the General Account has $6,200.23 and the. Rescue has 
$1,480.96; with expenses of $965.35 and $130.60 and deposit of $265.00 for adoption and 
donation.  Cassie Iken moved to accept the report as presented.  Mark Iken seconded; motion 
passed.   
 
Recording Secretary - Minutes of the last board meeting and general meeting were in the 
newsletter.  Sylvia Steiling moved to approve the minutes as presented in the newsletter, Cassie 
Iken seconded motion passed.  
 
Corresponding Secretary - No report 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Awards - The awards banquet will be a carry-out at the water test, Saturday June 6,  
 2020.  Gene Manley has the information and will send out a reminder. 
 
Conformation - Supported entry did not take place because of the cancellation of the dog shows 
in Springfield, IL.  We hope the Regionals will be in October.  Information has been sent to the 
NCA and AKC.  Sweepstakes judges are Dawn Staffen and Lonnie Specht.  Prairie Dog Pottery 
will make the awards.  Sponsors are needed by June to be listed in the catalog.   
 
Draft Test - Cassie Iken reported the Fall Draft Test is NCA approved.  It will be November 6 & 
7th, 2020 with Nan Edwards and Karrie Cook as judges.  The Spring Draft Test will be in March 
2021 with Heidi Peterson and George Norman as judges.   
 
Education - Cassie Iken and Gene Manley are planning an educational event for January 2021. 
 
Fund Raising - Each event committee is responsible for fund raising to support the event.  We 
currently have many items, but donations are welcome.   
 
Historian - Pat Owens is accepting pictures.  
 
Membership - Mark Iken reported that there are no new member applications. 
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River King Newfoundland Club Board Meeting Minutes May 19, 2020 
Contôd: 
 
Newsletter - The board wishes to acknowledge the great job Gene Manley does producing the 
newsletter and expressed their gratitude.  
 
Nominating Committee - The committee will prepare a slate of officers for the August Newsletter.  
 
Obedience - Our Obedience Trials are set for October 3 & 4th, 2020.  Cassie Iken will be talking to 
the Westin Kennels for further details.  
 
Parades - Due to Covid 19 the parades are cancelled at this time.  
 
Rescue - There were two dogs and one has been adopted.  There is a puppy being fostered.  
Cougar, the older dog who has been in rescue for two and a half years.  It was discussed that we 
need a plan for Cougar.  Cassie Iken will send an email to Debbie Fitton asking about Cougarôs 
situation and a discussion will be held after her response.   
 
Water Test - Mark Iken reported that the August 14-16th 2020 test is confirmed.  The judges are 
Kevin and Laura Gallagher.  The Litchfield site will be used.  It was recommended that dogs be 
trained with people wearing masks because the stewards will be required to wear them.   
 
Website - Chris Jones reported that he is posting events and happenings on the site.   
 
Old Business - The club sent sympathy cards to the families of Mark Wankel and Steven Pack. 
 
New Business - Upcoming events and possible complications due to Covid-19 will be decided 
closer to event times and current events.  
 
The next General Meeting will be at the Water Wizards weekend. 
 
Sue Zientara moved to adjourn at 8:14 pm and Cassie Iken seconded.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

Janice Henderson 
 

RKNC 2nd quarter general meeting took place at Rowens Kennels during RKNC Water 
Wizards June 6, 2020.  
 
Meeting was called to order by President Cassie Iken at 1:15 pm 
 
OFFICERS REPORT  
 
President- Cassie Iken:  

Thank you all for coming and thanks to Pat and Bob Owen's for hosting Water Wizards.  
We are lucky to have the use of this wonderful site 

Vice president- Sue Zientara/Jean McAdams:  
Thank you to everyone for coming  
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Treasurer- Sylvia Steiling:  
Motion to approve financials as reported at the last board meeting by Cassie Iken. 2nd by Mark 
Iken.  

Financial report as follows: RKNC general acct. is $6200.23 
Expenses- 

$54.60 to Sue Zientara for draft expenses. 
$231.80 to Cassie Iken for draft expenses 
Liberty Mutual-$31.40 
$375.00 was made off shirt sales 

Expenses Rescue- Rescue acct.-$1480.96 in acct. 
March expenses were-$965.35- for Cougar and $130.60 for Jericho 
The club took in $200 rescue deposit on Jericho 
And the following contributions: Carin-$40 and Rita-$25 
Total deposit for rescue was $265 
Cassie set up a FB fundraiser for Cougar who needs medication  

$2135 was raised on FB with an additional $225 sent directly to the club.  
The fee for the fundraiser was $55 

 
Corresponding secretary -Mark Iken: no report  
 
Recording secretary- Janice Henderson/ Jenny Harrison: asked for motion to approve the 
minutes from last meeting as published in the last newsletter. Motion by Cassie Iken 2nd by Linda 
Manley  
 
Board members- Chris Jones Sue Zientara: no report  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Awards-Gene Manley: Awards banquet tonight at Rowens training center. Thanks to everyone 
who sent them in. Last minute to receive them back since the company we deal with has been 
closed due to Covid. 
 
Draft test- Cassie Iken/ Sue Zientara/ Sylvia Steiling: 2 tests set up for this year providing the state 
guidelines allow them- Nov and March. 
 
Education- Cassie Iken/Gene Manley: nothing on calendar for now, Cassie Iken suggested a 
grooming seminar  
 
Fundraising- Jennifer Jones/Carin Hicks/Cassie Iken: no report  
 
Historian- Pat Owens: no report  
 
Membership- Mark Iken: application for associate memberships for Gary and Debbie Meyer voted 
on and passed unanimously. 
 
Newsletter- Gene Manley: please continue to send in news and brags. 
 
Nominating committee- Chris Jones/Carin Hicks/ Vince Molinarolo: all officer and committee 
positions will be sent out to all members in email in the future for anyone interested in serving. 
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Obedience- Mark Iken/Sue Zientara/Sylvia Steiling/Pat Owens/ Cassie Iken:  
Right now, we are still planning on trial on Oct. 3/4.  
If this changes due to Covid, we will let everyone know asap. 

 
Parades- Chris Jones: none on the calendar for now.  

Chris then asked if anyone would be interested if they decide to proceed with the St. Louis 
Thanksgiving day parade.  
Several showed interest. 

 
Regional- Sue Zientara: cancelled due to Covid  
 
Rescue- Debbie Fitton: Money was raised for Cougar. This should be enough to cover his meds 
for the foreseeable future.  

Veterinarian Lisa Noel has volunteered to help us get his medications. Huge thx! 
4-month-old puppy in rescue  
Jericho in process of adoption. 

 
Sunshine- Cassie Iken: no report 
 
Water test- Mark Iken: everything is still scheduled for the water test.  

We will be following social distancing guidelines and may have to change some things.  
Everything will be stated in the premium. 

 
Website- Chris Jones: no report 
 
Old business- none 
 
New business- none 
 
Motion to adjourn meeting by Cassie Iken 2nd by Chris Jones at 1:29 pm 
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What do you need to know about this newsletter? 

¶ The Presidentôs Report 
¶ The Committeeôs Reports 
¶ Calendar of Events for Jan ï July 2020 
¶ Board Meeting Minutes May 19, 2020 
¶ General Meeting Minutes June 6, 2020 
¶ What You Need to Know about this about this Newsletter 
¶ RKNC Rescue Report August 2020 
¶ RKNC Water Test on August 15th and 16th Pictures, Yeh! 
¶ The information for Canine Health 

¶ Canine Heat Stroke in Canines 
¶ When is it Too Hot or Too Cold for your fur baby? 
¶ The 10 Human Medications Most Dangerous to Dogs 
¶ Nutritional Concerns for your senior dogs. 
¶ Fruits and Vegetables that our dogs can and cannot eat (updated). 
¶ Better Never Bitten 
¶ Can Dogs Eat Thanksgiving Turkey? 

¶ The News, Brags, Newfoundland Birthdays  
¶ The River King Newfoundland Club Facebook Page (info) 
¶ The Rainbow Bridge portion (None this Issue, I am so Happy) 

 

 
River King Newfoundland Club  
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Rescue Report - August 2020      by Debbie Fitton 
 

Greetings from rescue! I hope all of you and your furry family members are staying healthy. 
Rescue has been busy lately. River King, along with South Central and North Central have had 
increased calls about our beloved breed.  
 

 
Figure 1 This is Cougar, such a handsome man 

 
Cougar is our long-term rescue resident. At over 10 years old, he is still going strong! A few 
months ago, Cougar had to go on a liver supplement because his liver profile blood work was not 
within normal range. Fund raising was instigated and the money was raised to help pay for this 
rather expensive supplement. We just did another liver profile and his blood work has come back 
very good. At this point, we plan to keep Cougar on this supplement for another 90 days and 
hopefully he will not need it anymore. We're crossing our paws! Thank you again to all who helped 
with the fund-raising. 
 
Layla, the dog from Howell County, Missouri was picked up from her owner by Connie Meech on 
6/29/20. Connie provided the veterinarian care then Roy Hoorman met Ed and I in Springfield, IL 
and we provided foster care for this energetic, cute girl.  
 
Layla was adopted by Joe Martocchio and Brad Olson, RKNC members, on 7/24/20. Joe made the 
two-day trip here from his home in Massachusetts to meet and then adopt this lovable, playful girl.  
 
Joe reports that Layla gets along very well with their two other dogs, KC and Uno, and that it could 
not have worked out any better. Special note: KC and Uno were also once River King rescue dogs!  
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Be sure and check out Joe and Layla's picture in this newsletter on her happy adoption day! 
 

 
Figure 2 Picture of Joe Martocchio and Layla on day of Adoption 

 

Take a look at Triton's picture in this newsletter. Triton was relinquished to rescue 8/22/20. He is 
an extremely nice dog who immediately fit in to our household. Triton needs some basic 
veterinarian care then plans are already being made for his potential new family to come and meet 
him. Triton is three and a half years old.  
 

 
Figure 3 This is a picture of Triton 
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Onyx is waiting in the wings. Onyx is an eight-year-old girl that is in South Central's territory. South 
Central has many rescue dogs right now. They have helped River King in the past and we are 
going to assist them with this girl. Onyx's expenses will be paid by the NCA because she is coming 
from out of our territory. Unfortunately, Onyx's owner has lost her job due to the corona virus and is 
now faced with relinquishing their pet to rescue.  As soon as Triton is adopted, plans are for River 
King to receive Onyx.   
 
I am looking for foster homes. If you can spare some space and love, rescue needs you. Please 
consider!  
 
Special thanks to friends of rescue: Joe Martocchio and Brad Olson for their generous donation 
when they adopted Layla; Connie Meech for transportation of Layla and arranging for veterinarian 
care. Connie also paid some of Layla's veterinarian expenses; Roy Hoorman for transportation of 
Layla to a town much closer to my home. All of you are very appreciated! 
 
Surely, saving one dog will not change the world but for that one dog, the world has changed 
forever! 
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RKNC Water Test held on August 15th and 16th Pictures. 
 

 
Our Qualifier for both days was Sue Matzke with Montana. On the 15th they earned their 
Water Dog Title and on the 16th they earned their Water Dog 1 title. 
 

 
Figure 4 Sue Matzke with Montana ready to start the trial 
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Our Water Trial exhibitors in no particular order. 
 

 
Figure 5 Exhibitors and Stewards on the beach 

 

 
Figure 6 Sue Matzke and Montana going through winnerõs tunnel after earning WD Title 
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Our Water Trial exhibitors in no particular order Contôd 
 

 
Figure 7 Debbie Meyer and Maggie 

 

 
Figure 8 Mark Iken and Cruz 

 
  



 15 

Our Water Trial exhibitors in no particular order Contôd 
 

 
 

Figure 9 Mary and Louie 
 

 

 
Figure 10 Sue Matzke and Summer on Paddle Retrieve 
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Our Water Trial exhibitors in no particular order Contôd 
 

 
Figure 11 Connie Younggreen and Cole 

 

 
Figure 12 Kathy Hartke and Ella 
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Our Water Trial exhibitors in no particular order Contôd 
 

 
Figure 13 Chris Jones and Talos 

Our Water Trial Stewards in no particular order 
 

 
Figure 14 Nathan Hicks in Kayak 
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Our Water Trial Stewards in no particular order Contôd 
 

 
 

Figure 15 Tom Brant and Jenny Harrison 
 

 
Figure 16 Ryan and Liz Pagel 
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Our Water Trial Stewards in no particular order Contôd 
 

 
Figure 17 Lisa Noel 

 

 
Figure 18 Vince and Jenny waiting for action 

 

 
  


